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Introduction

1. This submission is from Te Ohu Kaimoana in its role as corporate trustee of Te Ohu Kai Moana Trust (Te Ohu) and responds to the Initial Position Paper (IPP) from the Ministry of Fisheries (MFish) on sustainability measures for selected inshore fish stocks for the 2010/11 fishing year, commencing on 1 October.  The inshore stocks in question are Hapuku and Bass (HPB 3), Stargazer (STA 7) and Trevally (TRE 2). 

2. This submission is in relation to STA 7 only.  Our submissions in relation to TRE 2 and HPB 3 are provided separately. 
3. In making this submission Te Ohu does not seek to undermine any submission that you may receive from iwi or their representative organisations. 
MFish’s Preliminary Recommendations

4. MFish’s initial view is to support Option 2 which is an increase in the STA 7 TAC status quo by 72 t to 1072 t.  Both the recreational and customary allowances would remain the same at 2 t and 1 t respectively however the allowance for other sources of mortality would be set at 27 t and the TACC would increase by 45 t on the status quo to 1042 t.

5. MFish’s initial view on deemed values is that the interim and annual deemed value rates should be increased by $0.20 and $0.83 per kg respectively in order to increase incentives for fishers to balance their catch with ACE. The standardised differential DV rates would be adjusted to reflect the new annual deemed value rate.
Table 1: Currant and proposed TAC and associated sector allowances for STA7

	Option
	TAC
	Maori customary allowance
	Recreational allowance
	Other sources of mortality
	TACC

	Current
	1000 t
	1t 
	2t 
	
	997t 

	1
	1025 t 
	1t 
	2t 
	25t 
	997t 

	2
	1072 t 
	1t 
	2t 
	27t 
	1042t 

	3
	1128 t 
	1t 
	2t 
	28t 
	1097t 


Summary

6. In summary our submission in relation to STA 7:

· Supports a TAC of 1128 t and a TACC of 1097 t under option 3.

· Supports a recreational allowance of 2 t.

· Does not oppose a customary allowance of 1 t. 

· Opposes any increase in deemed values. 

· Supports an allowance for other sources of mortality of up to 28 t.

Recreational Allowance

7. MFish’s preliminary recommendation is for a recreational allowance of 2 t.  We are not opposed to this allowance.

8. However, we do note in the interest of sustainability and good practice, the need for a more robust means to record the recreational catch.  We support the recording of catch for commercial and customary purposes and don’t see why recreational catch should be treated any differently.  As per our customary allowance comments below, we are currently developing catch recording systems with iwi for the recording of customary catch. 
Customary Allowances
9. We are aware that customary reporting requirements vary around the country depending on which customary regulations are in place and whether iwi/hapu have robust recording and reporting systems.  This means that the current level of reporting should not be interpreted as the total customary take or customary needs. 
10. Te Ohu is working with iwi to develop information and reporting systems that will provide a more accurate picture of the customary needs of iwi/hapu.  This system is in the early stages of development so in the interest of progressing this IPP and in the absence of more robust information on customary catch levels Te Ohu does not oppose a customary allowance of 1 t.  However we would support a greater level if iwi required an increase. 
TACC Options

11. We note the comments made in the submission by SeaFIC that there is evidence of an increase in abundance from 02/03 to 08/09 and that there is no ambiguity.  The relative abundance in the 08/09 fishing year is double that in 02/03 and it is not helpful that the survey index is presented inconsistently in the IPP (see SeaFIC submission). 

12. Considering the abundance for the 08/09 fishing year we would support Option 3 which provides for a TACC of 1097 t.  We would not be opposed to a higher TACC if MFish deemed this appropriate taking into account evidence provided by SeaFIC and commercial submitters. 
Deemed Values
13. In terms of STA 7 deemed values, we support the submission of SeaFIC that the deemed values are already set too high, and therefore do not support a further increase.  We would not wish to see in appropriate deemed values providing incentives to discard. 
14. If you have any questions about this submission please contact Maru Samuels in the first instance at maru.samuels@teohu.maori.nz.

Kirsty Woods

Manager, Fisheries Leadership
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