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Sir  Archie TaiaroaSir  Archie Taiaroa

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1989 • Geoffrey Palmer is Prime Minister.
• Maori Fisheries Act 1989 enacted.
• Maori Fisheries Commission established.
• Maori receive 10% of all species in  the QMS.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010
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1990 • Mike Moore is Prime Minister.
• Commissioners appointed by 

Minister of Maori Affairs.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1991 • Commission promotes an overarching 
principle for allocation based on mana
whenua mana moana and fishing rights 
being collective in nature.
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1992 • The Sealord Settlement
• Jim Bolger is Prime Minister.
• Treaty of Waitangi (Fisheries Claim) Settlement 

Act 1992 enacted. 
• Maori Fisheries Commission 

becomes Treaty of Waitangi 
Fisheries Commission. 

• 50% share of 
Sealord acquired.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1995 • Two main views on allocation emerge – one based on 
mana whenua-mana moana and one favouring
allocation based on iwi population; the High Court 
rules that a preliminary question to be determined is:

- “must the Commission 
be required to allocate 
PRESA solely to iwi?”
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1996 • Court of Appeal considers the meaning of ‘iwi’; 
rules that allocation scheme should include 
provision for urban Maori. 

• Decision appealed.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1997 • Privy Council upholds appeal and quashes 
Court of Appeal finding to include urban Maori 
in any allocation scheme.
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1998 • Jenny Shipley is Prime Minister.  
• High Court finds that the Commission is 

required to allocate PRESA solely to iwi. 
• Decision appealed.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

1999 • Helen Clark is Prime Minister.
• Court of Appeal holds that “iwi” means 

traditional tribe. 
• High Court determines commercial freshwater 

fisheries included in the Settlement. 
• Court of Appeal reaffirms the Fisheries 

Settlement remains a tribal settlement 
available through “tribal mechanisms”.
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2001 • Privy Council reaffirms Court of Appeal 
decision that allocation of pre-settlement 
assets must be to iwi. 

• Commission releases document containing 
four allocation models.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2003 • He Kawai Amokura: A model for allocation of 
the Fisheries Settlement Assets reported to 
Minister of Fisheries. 

• Maori Fisheries Bill 
introduced into Parliament.
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2004
2005

• Maori Fisheries Act 2004 establishes Te Ohu 
Kaimoana (in place of the Treaty of Waitangi 
Fisheries Commission); legislates for allocation 
model for the transfer of assets to iwi.

• The Foreshore & Seabed Bill is passed amid 
strong opposition from Maori.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2006 • 29 iwi complete mandating process and receive 
fishing assets.

• Te Kawai Taumata meets and selects 4 Directors.
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The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2008 • John Key becomes Prime Minister in Nov 2008.
• 12 iwi complete mandating process in 2007, 

and a further 2 in 2008.
• All 7 Te Ohu Directors now appointed by iwi 

through Te Kawai Taumata in 2008.

The story of the Maori Fisheries Settlement is one that stretches 
back twenty years to 1989. In some ways, it may seem a long 
time, in other ways it seems like yesterday.

1990 1995 2000 2005 2010

2009 • $97 million Aquaculture Deed of Settlement signed 
between iwi of Te Tau Ihu, Hauraki, Ngai Tahu and 
the Crown. 

• A total of 50 iwi have now achieved MIO status
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